This worksheet is for private or classroom use only and may not be used in any publication or for-profit purpose.

Deutsche Familiennamen/German Last Names
With Germans accounting for one of the largest groups of European immigrants in the United States, many German names have found their way into U.S. phone books. Often these names are compounds, with each part having a specific meaning. The following names were found in the phone book of a small Midwestern town. With the help of a dictionary, find the meaning of the individual parts of each name. Then find five German names in your local phone book and analyze them as well. 

	          Name 
	    1. part/meaning
	  2. part/meaning
	 Meaning of name

	Rathgeb
	  Rat(h) = advice
	       geb = give
	      advice giver

	Feldhaus
	  
	
	

	Schwartzkopf
	
	
	

	Klopfenstein
	
	
	

	Baumgartner
	
	
	

	Engelmann
	
	
	

	Hartnagel
	
	
	

	Kleinschmidt
	
	
	

	Gutjahr
	
	
	

	Teichgraeber
	
	
	

	Rademacher
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Antworten: Feldhaus: Feld=field; Haus=house; Fieldhouse. Schwartzkopf: Schwar(t)z=black; Kopf=head; Blackhead. Klopfenstein: Klopfen=to knock; Stein=stone: Knockstone. Baumgartner: Baum=tree; Ga(e)rtner=gardener: Treegardener. Engelmann: Engel=angel; Mann=man; Angelman. Hartnagel: Hart=hard; Nagel=nail; Hardnail. Kleinschmidt: Klein=small; Schmid(t)=(black)smith; Smallsmith. Gutjahr: Gut=good; Jahr=year; Goodyear.
Teichgraeber: Teich=pond; Graeber=digger; Ponddigger. Rademacher: Rad(e)=wheel; Macher=maker; Wheelmaker. 
