This worksheet is for private or class room use only and may not be used in any publication or for-profit purpose.
Dictionary 101
Dictionaries can be extremely helpful, but also very misleading. They are full of information for those who know how to read them properly. A good dictionary will at the very least provide plurals of German nouns (either under the German noun entry or in the back of the dictionary), irregular verb forms (irregular present tense, simple past and past participle forms), idiomatic phrases, and specialized uses (e.g., military, botany, medicine etc.). Do you know how to put your dictionary to its best possible use? Answer the following questions with the help of a German-English/English-German dictionary with at least 50,000 references. 

1. Look up the word “Atem” in German. How many compound nouns are listed in your dictionary for this word? (There should be a minimum of 4-5). 
2. How many of the compounds listed are adjectives? 

3. Which idiomatic phrases are listed?

4. The German word “Band” can have different genders. Which genders are possible and 
       what is the meaning of the word for each of the genders?

6. What does the verb “führen” mean when it is in the context of a conversation?

7. What does “führen” mean in a military context?

8. If you look up the words “fummeln” or “pauken”, you will probably find the letter F after the word. What does this tell you? Would you use these words in a job application for example?

9. The word “Leitung” has several different meanings. Give at least two meanings and use the word in a complete German sentence for each meaning.

      a:

      b:

10. In a German text, you read the sentence “Er war nicht auf den Mund gefallen” and you translate it as “He had not fallen on his mouth”, but then you realize that your translation makes no sense in the context of the text. Which keyword would you use to find out if this phrase is an idiom?

11.  Find the phrase in your dictionary and come up with a better translation.

12. You want to use the verb “pfeifen”, but you are not sure whether it is regular or irregular 
      in the simple past or the past participle. How could you find out from your dictionary? 

     13.  So what are the simple past and past participle forms of “pfeifen”?

14. You are trying to describe to your German friend how old-fashioned and “square” your 
       parents are, so you look up the word “square” in your dictionary. Which three categories 
       of words could this word belong to in English?

                    a.                                        b.                                       c.

15. Which category do you need for your sentence? 

16. Which word does your dictionary suggest for the use you have in mind?

      17.  Look up the verb “stutzen”. The dictionary should tell you that it is

a. v/t                                            

b. v/i

             What do these two abbreviations mean?

      18.  You want to use the verb in the sentence “He clipped the bird’s wings”. Which use is
             this, a.  or  b. ?

      19.  What do you always need if a verb is  v/t ?
      20.  The English word “plant” can be a flower/tree or a factory. Does German use the 

             same word for these two different things? If not, what are the two German words? 
                          a. botanical

                          b. industrial

21. Which German word should you use for “recital” when you are referring to a musical 

solo recital?

22. Now look up the word you found in # 21 in the German section of your dictionary. What is its plural form? (In some dictionaries, the plural form may be indicated by a number, such as 33 . Reference is to the grammar section at the end of the dictionary.)

23. Look up the English expression “Shucks!”. What is the German word given?

24. Now look up the word you found in #23 in the German section of your dictionary. Does it give you the English expression “Shucks!”? If not, what English meaning does it give?

25. Would the German word you found in #23 still be a good translation?

26. You run into the word “gemieden” in a text. You look it up in your dictionary, but all it 

       tells you is “p.p. of meiden”. Where do you go from here? 

27. So what would be an appropriate translation of this past participle form in English?

